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Vaccines effect the lives of over 3.5 million people yearly. Of that amount, 1.5 million include 
deaths from diseases that are vaccine-preventable. Understanding the reasons in which people 
around the globe choose not to vaccinate should take into account specific circumstances 
surrounding groups of individuals. Media representation of the anti-vaccination movement 
generally focused on the research published in 1998 which claimed a link between the measles-
mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine to autism. This research since then proved to be false however a 
great deal of people still believe that vaccines are harmful. Misinformation concerning the safety 
of vaccines continues to be one of the main reasons for vaccine hesitancy. In contrast, people 
from across the world face unrelated realities affecting their vaccination status. This study delves 
into the rationale and factors of vaccine hesitancy. It also notes the current status of where 
vaccines stand. Additionally, future measures which should be taken to spread awareness about 
vaccinations will be considered. Overall, it is essential to acknowledge the diversity of reasons 
for vaccination hesitancy as well as address the issue of misinformation. 
 
